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"The Rule of the Money-Bagv «, 

Government, say the opponents : of Anarchism, is necessary 
- to keep man rnorah Without government, society becomes im¬ 
possible. A picture is. then painted of -all the wickedness of 
human nature let loose under Anarchism; of men flying at each 
other's throats ; of people refusing to work, preferring to live in' 
idleness and to use up the accumulated wealth, caring nothing 
for the needs, of others. It would bp. ^-damning indictment of 
Anarchism if it were true. But it happens to be false ; and not 
--only false so far as Anarchism is concerned, but a- very exact 
-and unexaggerated picture of the present system of govern¬ 
mental'society. Look around. See the' costly" idleness of the 
rich, whose guiltiness in disregarding the. needs “of others is 
reflected in the long list of deaths from starvation in this the 
...wealthiest city in the world.: But these are the people who 
.govern ms ! See the hypocrisy of those - who lyingly call 
Anarchism “ bloodshed and disorder,” and who, while preaching 
peace and goodwill on earth, are inventing diabolical engines ' 
for the destruction of human life which the most brutal savages 
would shudder at. But these are the people who. goyern us ! 
Last, but not least, look at the methods these money-bags' use 
to get themselves elected. .Exeter,!Nottingham, Hull. If some 
inhuman:monster had said, “I vyill demoralise mankind, I will 
destroy its manhood with the poison of the money-bag,'’ could 
he have done worse than has been done to those citizens already 
sufficiently degraded by a vicious system? These things,have 
been done, and done by the people who govern us! If 
.Anarchism preached what Capitalism practises, we' -should be 
the first to work for its utter destruction. ^ . i 


himself all the rascality of officialdom,- Stupid people call this' 
the type of the strong man,”—mow running fo'r his life like 
the meanest of/mortals. Let it be remembered that he was 
President of a' Republic, and, .althop£b_hated by the majority, 
the vote failed to remove him. Indeed, political action never 
showed its absolute ine'fficiency more glaringly than under the 
Diaz regime. Now' he is gone,"and the worst of his-gang with 
him. But it has required a forcible revolution to do it. It is 
to be'hoped that the unspeakable slavery of the 1 peon's as well 
as the unbridled power of Capitalism in Mexico will end with the 
exit of this monster.’ ' 

Sophistical “Socialism." 

The Sheerness branch of the I.L.P. passed a resolution 
(printed in the .Labour Leader of May 26th) emphatically pro¬ 
testing against, the acceptance by J. R MacDonald of an invita¬ 
tion to luncheon with the Kaiser, “-Believing that- it is''such 
tactics that undermine the confidence of the rank-and-file in the 
utility of the Socialist movement.” Whereupon explain the 
matter away, the editor indulges in the following sophistical 
contqrtioii. y 

“ In this,connection itshould be stated (without prtljhtfj.ee) that we ate given 
to understand that-ifc was with the unanimous wish, of tliof Labour Party o Hide Vs 
that Mr. MacDonald accepted the invitation. ■ Whilst ft is undeniable that; the 
Kaiser is^the last person in the ,world most Socialists would dream of dining 
with, it is obviously undeniable also; that the Labour Party differs from the 

i.np.” , ■ ’ , _ * • - 

We hope the “ rank-and-file ” will duly appreciate this estimate 
of their honesty and intelligence. At the same” time,-we cannot 
help reminding them that they must look for nothing else. 
J. R. MacDonald ancU others will follow in the footsteps of 
Burns, just as surely as night follows day. 1 


.Poison for Profit. , .- . 

We are considered enemies of society because we say that 
speial life is based on robbery disguised as the wage-system, 
and on economic slavery resulting from the monopoly of the 
means of life by a dominating class of landlords and capitalists. 
While the politicians are tinkering with the evils of a society 
which is founded on the rotten basis of exploitation in every 
shape and form, the menace to health, and indeed ..life itself, 
continues to increase. Those good people who handle our food - 
supplies all the week, with profitable results to themselves, and 
go regularly to church on Sunday to be reminded how blessed 
are the poor, are hastening our departure from this weary 
■world ■ by the following means (amongst- others) of scientific 7 
adulteration .Butter-(purchased in Sussex!) consisting chiefly 
of .cocoanut oil; Gorgonzola cheeses coated with barium sulphate 
ana fat to add to their weight; Dutch * cheese sold as Cheshire 
(how international the capitalist can be when it profits him 1); 
foreign birds sold as “ Cheshire geese ” and “ Norfolk turkeys 
Norwegian herrings as “ Yarmouth,” and potatoes from Holland 
as special Dunbars.” Beverages sold as 1 “cider” were in 
many cases found to be aerated sugar solutions containing no 
-apple juice. In addition, it is just worth mentioning that 
■worthless manures Were sold at high prices as efficient—we 
suppose just to help the Brit sir farmer., to compete with 
imported' wheat, for Instance! All these facts . are taken from 
the report for 1910 < f the inspectors of food supplies. This 
point is worth noting in case it might be supposed these things 
were the result of an Anarchist plot to destroy society. No need 
to be alarmed. These are only the means of enrichment of that 
.class without .whose genius for ^organisation of production the 
poor worker would not be able to live! 


The Downfall of Diaz. ... 

. , As^we print some news from; Mexico elsewhere, there is not 
much to say here except to point’to one fact. Diaz was .a despot 
'without the shadow of a scruple of any kind, and drew round 


A Desert for Deer. 

An excellent series of articles is .appearing in the Daily News 
on the conditions of things in the Scottish Highlands. * It has 
been long known that whole tracts of splendid farming and 
‘ grazing land are cleared of human population to make way for 
deer. But this sort df thing has been going on for years, and 
the people suffer, suffer, pufferf,and nothing is 1 done. The 
crofters have made .some .heroic struggles, but • the British 
Government only sent gunboats. The Labour Party sits in the 
same House as,^ some of these landowning vampires. But ive 
should have’.thought the better’plabe for the-MacDonalds and 
the Keir, Hardies-was amongst their own people rousing them 
to a national resistance against the-infamies depicted in the 
Daily News, which tells us that the flower q| the Scottish 
peasantry is being driven from their homes to make way for 
“ hunters cradled in Roundsditch, Nimrods of the rubber boom, 
marksmen from the Kaffir market, brewer, wbislcy distiller, and 
American Trust boodler.” .; • ^ 


Labour Politics in Australia. * 

The arrival op Mr. Fisher* the Labour Prime Minister of 
Australia, affords us an opportunity of gathering some ideas of 
his outlook on questions which are specially interesting at the 
present moment. For instance, he told a representative of the 
Morning Post, that “the nationalisation of monopolies ,was not 
in any sense revolutionary.” “It does not follow,” .he added, 
“ that because an industry is 'a monopoly that it should be 
• nationalised.” Whatever can this man bp thinking of. to get 
himself elected as Labour Premier ! Why, every workman 
knows that ‘every monopoly is an enemy that appropriates part 
of his labour-force the interest of the monopolist. We might 
as well have Lord Bosebery or the Earl of Wemyss for Labour 
Premier; they would certainly go as far as this, and the latter 
at any rate would have as much care for our personal liberty as 
Mr. Fisher. But where on• earth does the interest of Labour 
, come in ? How much better off is the Australian worker for the 
blessing of a Labour Premier? ' 
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ROBERT OWEN AND CO-OPERATION. , 

T 1 , I 

A Review and a Suggestion. 

* __ 1 i *\ M 

To give a review of the origin of, the Co-operative movement, its 
connection wi^h Socialism, and to suggest a means for its further’ 
development, is the purpose of this paper. The story ia taken from 
Holyoake’s'“History of Co-operation, 1 ’ which forms one of the most 
instructive books we have on the character of English Socialism and 
the men who endeavoured to pub it int^ practice. Chief of these was 
Robert Owen, generally known as Robert Owen of New Lanark, who 
was born, in the year 1771, so that on the appearance of Godwin’s 
“ Political Justice,” which Holyoake informs us -was the text-book of 
the working classes at that time, Owen would be 25 years of age. Few 
people, said Holyoake in 1875, have any idea of what the objects of the 
EnglishHommunists'have'been ; and no doubt the political advocacy of 
the last thirty or forty years has still further obscured it, so that 
a reconsideration of what those objects were cannot fail to be of benefit 
to the student of social questions. B , 

In Holyoake’s book we have many definitions of what Co-operation 
really meant. -After reviewing the. movements and yrifcings of earlier 
advocates-^Sir Thomas More, 1516, Harrington, 1656, Sellers, 1696, 
and Godwin, 1793-^-he says that the first number of Mr. Owen’s 
JEconomist appeared on Saturday, January 27,1821, in which mention 
was made of the formation of a Co-operative and Economical Society, 
which is the earliest record he finds of a name now .so familiar! to the • 
public ear, ‘ 1 

In the autumn of 1821, the editor of the Economist defined the 
New System of Society projected by Robert Owen as Unrestrained 
Co-operation on the part of all tbe members for every purpose of social 
life. Clearly, says, Holyoake, it meant Communism, and whoever 
expressed it knew very well what he meant; and during the next ten., 
years Co-operation, then for the first time distinctively named, spread 
wondrously over the land-. Mr. Owen and hisfriend&jiad always kept 
before the public that a new sdciety was intended which was to take 
the form of a community of. interests. Many other definitions of 
Co-operation as implying Communism are given, but it was not until 
1835 that it wa? described as Socialism. 

Early in 1834 Mr. Owen bad proposed that the friends of the 
human race should form an Association of all Classes and' all Nations. 
Many notices were published that at one o’clock on May 1, 1835, a 
great meeting would be held, in the Charlotte Street Institution. The 
Association was formed at this meeting, and. the term “ Socialism ” was 
first introduced on the formation of the Society, the members of which 
came to be known as Socialists. A Congress was innounced to be held 
fourteen days later, when Mr. Owen stated that he should retire from 
public life, having attained on that day the'age of 65 years. 

Why, them it may be asked, has Oo-operation-^or Socialism failed 
to attain the ideal its' promoter had of it. 1 First, we must understand 
that Co-operation, as we know it to-day was only inaugurated as a 
means and not as an end in itself. , ]&,-■was commenced as a means of 
supplying junds for propagating the idea of Communism or the New 
Society." } ■ • . . r , '■■ ■ 

From 1812 to 1817 Mr. Owen's opinions had been addressed to the 
upper classes. His great ambition had been to interest Cabinets and 
kings in his scherd’es, and he very wisely concluded that if he addressed 
himself exclusively to the labouring classes, the aristocracy would not 
identify themselves with his views.'- No promulgator of new ideas ever 
had greater success than be for many years. Consulted by the Govern¬ 
ments of England and America, receiving princes and-heirs to Empires 
in his 1 counting-house, being* assured by tbe Cabinet of his own country 
that they were convinced of the truth of his system, it is not surprising 
that he thought the world was entirelymonverted to his opinion. But 
when in 1817 he publicly declared “all the religions of the world are 
founded in error,” he alarmed for’ his day, and generation the bishops 
and clergy, who were really to a great extent -in honourable sympathy 
with his generous views. •' s \ * 

From being a social, reformer he commenced to be a religious 
reformer, and, being thorough, he did by the Church as he did by the 
State—r-he proposed to reform it altogether. The consequences soon 
came home to him. - He had friends too powerful for his life to be in 
danger, but those who could save his life could not save his influence. 
The Times soon wheeled into line .against himj the Conservative and 
influential classes deserted him. Only the Duke of Kent and Lord 
Brougham stood by him to the , end. Finding himself unable to 
succeed with the .upper classes, Mr. Owen, determined to carry his 
point, if he could, by committing his schemes to the hands of the 
people, for whom he always cared and whom alone he sought to serve. 

Princes, prelates, even monarchs, had lent heeding ears to the 
inspired Welshman’s story of what, might be done for the formation of 
the .character of mankind, if those who wielded national* influences 
would use them to this end ; but the day at length came when the most 
ardent paused. The world admired but- did not subscribe, and it was 
left to chequeless enthusiasts to find funds to diffuse a knowledge of 
the hew views. It was then that some practical-minded persons 
advised the formation of Co-operative Stores, where money might be 
made without subscribing it, and proposed that shareholders should 
give their profits to a fund for propaganda. 

Such! are the origin and principles of Co-operation, as culled from 
Holyoake’s “ History.” ■ 

Now comes the suggestion as to how those funds accumulated by 


the Co-operative and other societies might be made‘a guarantee for the 
realisation of Robert Owen’s ideas. 

11 The funds and profits have qot been used as was at firstdtitended. 
Some societies still grant 2-} per cent.- of their profits for educational 
purposes, but the manner of applying it has dwindled through science 
and art classes, etc., until now if mostly takes the form of children’s 
entertainments. The propaganda of social questions is almost entirely 
left in the hands of the Women’s Guild, an auxiliary Co-Operative 
movement of about 500 branches and 25,000 members. As Holyoake 
says in bis “ History,” where Co-operative societies now spend pounds, 
Robert Owen spent thousands. At one time he was spending at the 
rate of £15,000 per year on literature alone. 

’ The result of this policy of thrift through the Co-operative 
and other societies is that the savings of the Working classes 
now amount to £450,000,000, or about £10 per head of the popu¬ 
lation. But against these savings there-"is an accumulated debt of 
£4,000,000,000, or about £100 per. head, which is made up from 
municipal, national, and. other loans. JEIow^ then, are the people to 
free themselves from this vast debt and enslavement to the Govern¬ 
ment financiers? The suggestion is that they may do so by 
following, tbe methods of the bankers themselves. The bankers do not 
meet their liabilities with gold. > They cannot do so, because for every 
£100 of liabilities they only hold £1 in gold with which to pay it. 
They create confidence in* the-people-that they can pay, and it is for 
the people to imitate them by creating confidence that tniy^also can 
pay. , 

But it is no.part, of this suggestion that this huge debt shall be 
paid, because this great amount of wealth pretended to have been lent 
to the people neither exists nor ever has done. It has been swelled 
and inflated to these huge proportions’on the supposition that future 
•labour would allow itself to be exploited to this amount. What is 
really required is the cost only of the .maintenance of the people during 
the period of transition from one system of society to t.he other—from 
Capitalism to Communism. For this, one-tenth of the savings‘of the 
working classes would be sufficient. This might be effected by issuing. 
bonds,or duplicate tickets such as are used in lotteries, on the mere 
guarantee to pay. These guarantees .could be bekMby the workers' 
organisations until, sufficient funds and con Aden ceweve created. t to- 
commence the revolution. Then a -financial "crisis might "be-prepared- 
and evolved, such as was done by Francis Place when he broke up the 
• Wellington Ministry. -■ 

/,. After the financial collapse a general boycott and destruction'of 
the capitalist Press might be effected, and tbe. .conditions for a general 
Communal Resume and reorganisation of society would be complete. 

- ' A. H. H. 

« ' . * ■ * i - . ' ' 

ANARCHIST ACTIVITY. 

- ■. * . i , . ■ * 

, It may, not be amiss just now to test by as impartial an 
examination!as possible the,utility of our efforts. 

First, let us see whether, being outside the pale of Parliament, we 
therefore doom' ourselves to impotence. It cannot be shown that we 
do, for reforms in any way benefitting the great working class have 
always to be wrung from the Government of the day, and discontent 
with present-day conditions is what we are always endeavouring to 
arouse. All forms of discontent, spontaneously expressed, with the 
conditions of life, may be considered as' revolutionary activity, the goal 
of which is tbe establishment of a life of equality. This activity is- 
^everywhere, more or less, and always to be witnessed. Such dis¬ 
content, too, shows itself continually, by way of strikes, in demands for, 
better treatment of the workers by the master class, and so benefits, of, 
doubtful*value very often, it must be confessed, are obtained by the 
working class as a result of dissatisfaction—the dissatisfaction that 
knows its origin, and not a mere quarrelling with life for no definable- 
reason. The seething mass of discontent that has ended in a revolution 
in Mexico 'is destined at any rate to alter considerably the state of 
affairs in that country—there we witness a terrible revolt as a result of 
terrible suffering by the people. And reforms must follow, such as- 
could not be obtained in any other way. In creating a tide of revolt,, 
therefore, we obtain reforms that are meant to check itso, from the 
mere reformer’s^ point of view, we justify our existence. ’ 

But we desire a revolution in order to found a life of equality for 
1 man! Now it will not be denied that a revolution occurring in any 
country is a conceivable possibility, but many will refuse to believe that 
it is possible for a revolution to take place where conditions are at all- 
supportable—let us say, where they are not as cruel and inhuman as in 
Mexico. Still more people will deny that^it is possible permanently to 
establish a life of equality, even though a revolution of such violence as 
entirely to change the conditions a country or a continent may 
occur. ^ , 

, Let us consider the first objection for a moment, bearing in mind 
wtiat some writers assert, that a revolution is entirely the result of 
economic 'conditions. This seems hard to believe^ and, if true, is some 1 
thing very painful-to reflect upon. For unless, together with growing 
discontent amongst the people of a nation;- there is an ardent desire for 
the‘establishment of equality .amongst those who by their ability in the 
"’cause of the revolution stand out from-among their fellows, it is hard 
.to see how a new life other than a life bf inequality in some fresh form 
. is.to be made possible. In asserting that economic conditions alone 
produce revolution, do we not attach too much importance to the effect 
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-of such conditions upon a people? Surely at some stage in the world’s 
career there must come a time-when ardent spirits can appeal, with a 
pi’ospect of success,'to the people to free themselves, because freedom 
alone is life, I myself fail to see that a revolution in Europe will take 
.place through actual stress of economic conditions, although dissatisfac¬ 
tion with such will play its part. 

Apd now we have 'arrived at a convenient point wh.erefrom to 
consider the second objection,, namely, that if aRevolution should take 
pla^e, the coming of a life of equality for man does nob seem possible. 
For, in answering the second objection, I tried to show the necessity 
for a peal spirit of humanity to be abroad preceding the revolution, this 
seeming to be the .best guarantee that the revolution would not be self- 
defeating. But to say that' such, in list be abroad before revolution 
means that pien, at least a large number, must ba so imbued with it 
that if called t'o positions of prominence during the time of disruption 
and dismay they will use their temporary personal ascendancy for the, 
good of all, and. guide tfhe majority in a way .calculated to achieve 
desired result. That the result is earnestly desired by some to-dayymid 
will be later on,* cannot be doubted ; the whole point for consideration, 
is whether the forces of good will be greater than the forces of evil. 
The problem is a moral one, as all problems ofdiinportance are. I 
regard the period of transition as the paosb momentous* because that is 
the time of contending forces, and the society that succeeds any period 
-of revolution is moulded by the individuals .who have managed to gain 
power in it. That goodness, humanity , , u sweet reasonableness ” will. 
one day triumph over their opposites must be the belief, of those 
who hold, that life is worth living and that every one is entitled to 
make it so. .' N • • 

It will, perhaps, be further objected here that this plan of reforma¬ 
tion of the world in no wise differs from that of the earnest Religious 
reformer, who hopes by changing men’s' hearts and minds to create a 
new life upon earth - ; Before showing the great difference that there is 
between the two, I should like to say that there is a great similarity 
between a revolutionist and a religious enthusiast. The similarity, of 
■course, is not so much in what they believe, though their beliefs may in 
many particulars coincide, but in their manner of believing it. Both, 
if genuine, are types ,of that moral earnestness that always has been 
and always will be the admiration of the.world. What is with"the 
majority of people a fleeting state of rare occurrence is with them a 
•fixed idea, part of their being. In them we witness their beliefs. The 
.difference between .them, leaving out of consideration the belief of the 
religious reformer that his efforts are the result of imbibing the divine 
spirit, l is ibainly in then*'proposals for the establishment of a new life. 
■One considers all means on occasion legitimate and useful ; the other, 
as, for example, the Tolstoyan, proposes the doctrine of passive resist¬ 
ance. One - is impatient for the new life, the other to some extent 
patient. A revolutionist considers life sacred, but relatively sacred, and 
is prepared to destroy that life which is a menace to others. The other, 
.not agreeing with this, can propose no direct remedy for the-destruction 
of life by-the tyrants of the various countries, and consistently With 
this advocates self.-Sacrifice, by which the world is intended to be Saved. 
A revolutionist is prepared to sacrifice, but demands it of no one. 

Thus it is seen that Anarchist activity accomplishes now for the 
people all that can’be done by Socialists or others through their Pariia- 
’ mentary representatives; it keeps time with the progress of industrial 
•events and impatiently awaits each new phase of a nation’s.life, believing 
that the time of revolution will come. -* H. W. Williams. 
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And why should Ckesar bo a tyrant then ? 

Poor man 1 I know, he would not be a wolf, ( 

But that he sees, the Romans are but sheep. 

. ■’ ' — Shakespeare. 


COLLECTIVISM. AND THE SERVILE STATE. 

Some Impressions of an Interesting Debate. ■ 

' / ■ . ■ - ' 

There was a packed gathering, in the Memorial Hall, Farvingdon 
Street, op May '5, when Hilaire Belloc and J. R. MacDonald j met to 
discuss the very interesting point affirmed by Belloc, that "contemporary 
Collectivist effing is leading, not to Collectivism, but to the Servile 
State,” withqbt at the same time giving to the masses^ any degree a 
more assured,, control over k the means of production. In other words, 
the “ Socialism ” for which MacDonald, is avowedly struggling looms no 
fnorAxhstinctly on the horizon for all the sacrifices of personal liberty 
th&cure demanded of the community by tbpse-autocrats of the ballot 
ix who propose to clothe Ais, feed us, and physic u^ on condition that 
'we do as we are told. • . 

No wonder the discussion of such a subject drew a large audience ; 
and it became evident during the course of the debate that there still 
remains a strong feeling amongst many that there are danger^—very 
serious dangers—ahead, to which certain of the Labour leaders,.as well 1 
as most of the Social Democrats, are either blind or refuse to open their * 
eyes. It was a good thing, for that reason, to find an independent 
person with Belloc’s power of criticism nailing MacDonald down to the 
point in dispute. : ^ . . . . ..... 

Writing as one who would’ wish to be fair, I must confess that 
MacDonald did not seem to make .the best-of, his case. Belloc, for 
instance, said that nothing had been done by the political Socialists.in 
the 'direction of “confiscating” the property of the wealthy classes. 
Now, the word “confiscating,” used in this sense,is utterly wrong and 
out of place. MacDonald should not have allowed it to pass. If he 
did not care to Use the word "expropriation,” he might at least have 
insisted that to take land or any of the means of production from the 
monopolists and place it at the service of the whole community, can be / 
correctly termed “Socialisation.” “Confiscation” is the word accurately 
used not only to describe how the great landlords robbed the people of 
the land in the past, but ■also how~they are still appropriating the 
wealth produced by the workers. . 

Belloc, however,, was quite right- in asserting that through the ’ 
action of the Labour Party in Parliament the workers have gained 
nothing and the exploiters ha.ve lost nothing. As he truly stated, all 
that has happened is that the community gets more and more deeply-in, 
debt to the very class from w'koso financial power we are supposed to be 
trying to escape. All our progressive policy, all our municipal enter¬ 
prise, brings grist td the mill of the landlord'and the capitalist. The 
only people that can offer up a prayerrof /thanksgiving for all thid is 
that growing class of officials who thrive at the public expense, and 4 
who will be the great pillars of that Servile State that is growing up 
around us, _ - ^ ' 

Belloc pointed out the results that would accrue from Lloyd 
George’s scheme: more dependence on the State, -more relief for the. 
employers, more burdens off the workers. He might have, added how' s 
it was extolled by Claude Lo'wtlier, the president of the Anti-Socialist • 
League, as “not only not Socialist, but the very antithesis of Socialism.” 
MacDonald, however, welcomed it.- Although not perfect, he said, we 
shall amend it in the direction we wan!t. You never will, replied 
Belloc; you can do nothing in Parliament. And, as an instance, he 
gave in his final words an account of his own efforts to Savd the first 
victim of that atrocious instrument of torture, Gladstone’s Prevention 
of Crimes Act. The man had stolen a mat valued at 3s. fid." Having ' 
been in prisqn before, this meant^that for this last offence he was to be 
kept in confinement for five years! Belloc stirred his audience-by his 
indignation and horror at such torture.' He told how he fought the case 
in the House of Commons, and how when the support of one person 
was needed to ensure a division on the question, not one Member—not 
a Labour man, not a “Socialist”—rose from his seat to support him. 
This unEortunate victim pf a brutal spirit of revenge, is suffering still. 
And MapDonald thinks it is right. He said so—he who as a Socialist, 
if such he be, knows that the ruling classes, for whose protection this 
poor devil who appropriated 3s.'6d. worth of property must suffer this 
torture, steal from the workers of this country a thousand millions 
annually. . ‘ , • 1 

And this gives, one pause to note, how little now is left in these 
political leaders of the true conception of a Socialist society. Time was 
when such a debate would have brought from the champion of 
Socialism a clear-cut demand for the Socialisation of all wealth, and an 
uncompromising denunciation of all the forms of robbery that are still 
used to kteep the worker an obedient wage-slave to the exploiting 
masters, whom MacDonald seems so anxious shall not be alarmed or 
disturbed. If he had taken his stand as a revolutionary Socialist 
instead of as a refep'ming politician, Bteeped to the ejebrows in political 
expediency, he might have made a brave fight against Belloc’s, weak 
points. But he did not, and he undoubtedly suffered defeat on that 
account. , 

J. R; MacDonald may win a seat for himself in some future 
Cabinet, but he will never win for the workers of this country a single 
battle in their struggle for economic freedom. Belloc proved jt. And 
we must all regret, in one sense, at least* that the victory should have 
fallen to one who could condone the infamous murder by priestcraft of 
FranCisco Fearer. • ., - 

The receipt of a free copy of this paper is an invitation 
*' , - to subscribe, "is, 6d. per annum. . 
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State Insurance and the Socialist 

Ideal. 


4T » 

'At last we have a politician who gives the answer of Radical 
statesmanship to the cry of Social Democracy and a large section 
of Trade .Unionists for palliative legislation on behalf * of the 
working classes. The State Insurance Bill introduced by Lloyd 
George may have been approved in good faith by some members 
of the Liberal and Radical Parties, who feel a little uneasiness of 
conscience' at the misery they- see side 1 by side with untold 
wealth. * Such an excuse cannot be made for those who, having- 
studied the social - question from the point of view of the 
worker’s claim for his share of the wealth, leisure, and the many 
advantages that life can offer at the present day, and having 
proclaimed themselves Socialists, yet acclaim this measure as 
heralding* a new era for the struggling wage-slaves of a 
competitive system. ' 

Every one who is interested knows by this'time what the 
intentions of the Bill really .are. 4 To insure against sickness and 
unemployment has hitherto'been a thing very well organised by 
the Trade Unions and the Friendly Societies, Of course, a great, 
mass of destitution, of sickness, of unemployment lies outside 
the r ank s of these .voluntary organisations. That,- however, is 
the fault of the. capitalist system, not of organised Labour. But 
is Lloyd "George able tomake the capitalist responsible for it? 
Not in reality, though it may appear so. The exploiting classes 
will really sure over this business, as they have done in 
Gfermahy, where, as we pointed out recently, State Insurance 
has been a complete failure so far as the workers are concerned. 
It has even proved to be against their interests, as it will proye 
to be here, for, if the Act succeeds, it must, as State action 
always does, absorb the functions of the voluntary societies with 
which it begins to work, side by side. TRis will mean a blow at 
the Trade Unions that will either, compel them to revolt or to 
reorganise on a new basis. . 

That is, if the Act “works ”—a thing that does not' always 
happen. I-t is not, perhaps, generally known (the Labour Party 
has evidently forgotten it) that in 1802 Sir Robert Peel, after 
six years of Parliamentary discussion , brought ih and passed a 
Bill for the Preservation of the Health and Morals of Apprentices 
and others'engaged m cotton factories, limiting the hcurs of 
work of children to only twelve per day. The employers soon 
made it a “dead letter,” for there was plenty of “ human raw- 
material ” outside the limits of the Act, and we are told that 
little children seyen years old were “ treated "“as badly as any 
slave on a West Indian plantation.” Nearly fifty years passed 
before a ten hours’ Bill was carried. This proves ho w Labour 
legislation benefits the worker. 

Of course, the answer will be that, after all, things are very- 
different to-day compared to those days of unbridled exploitation. 
In one sense, they are; in another Sense, they are not. The 
capitalist has certainly learned a few lessons, but not 'from the 
moral teaching of the State, Quite thje reverse. He has learned, 
them from the revolts of- the labouring classes,, who from the 
beginning to the middle of the last century gave him more 
trouble without the vote than he has ever had since the extension 
of the franchise. That is the secret of the change that has 
undoubtedly taken place. • ' 

On the other hand, he has learned another lesson which is 
.exceedingly useful to him. He has learned that the Labour 
man, especially if he be a “ Socialist,” is far less dangerous to 
him Inside tbp House of Commons than outside. The funda¬ 
mental principles of Socialism (a very different thing from Social 


Democracy) are never breathed in that sacred edifice of lies and’ 
deceptions. Having settled that point, he finds there is still a 
disturbing element? which is somewhat of-a danger to him—-that 
is, the active Trade Union leader who has not yet been elected. 
WhSiHs to. be done with th-ife man, who bmay give trouble at 
some awkward moment ? Evidently nothing better can be done 
than to make him a Government official. And that is the great - 
opportunity .that Lloyd George’s, Bill affords. We are to be » 
tabulated,' examined, numbered, inspected—what fo£ ? To have 
justice done to hs? To be assured the fruits of our labour?' 
Not a bit of it. Rather to make the capitalist system more 
comfortable for the capitalist; to ease the consciences of those 
among the ruling classes who have still a little left. After.all, 
the masters would he fools indeed to wish for poverty and 
disease, which may be dangerous to themselves. .They only 
desire that the worker should be just poor enough, just insecure 
enough to accept their terms. After that, let there be peace and 
let the system endure! v - , 

, - Again it will be said, this is a mere travesty of what really 

happens and what will happen. Well, let us- take an instance- 
that looms large before bur very eyes. The Labour Exchanges \ 
were to be a boon to the unemployed workers. All the good 
people who rule us told us so, and. the Liberal and Radical Press 
sang its hymn of praise over this instance of the care the State 
. was beginning to take of it$ outcast children. What has 
happened? Much of the machinery of*the Labour Exchanges has 
been turned to the advantage 'of the employer , and it is quite well 
known in Trade Union circles that if something is not done to- 
stop the abuses that are now flourishing as 1 a result of State 
interference , very serious trouble will come of it. f ' 

And so it will be with .State Insurance. Even if there be- 
honest intentions behind the scheme, the fatal error remains. 

It is not the remedy the evil requires. We need the Socialisation 
of the means of production, of those broad acres that are the ■ 
rightful heritage of the people, of that nineteen hundred millions 
of wealth their labour annually produces. Every Socialist knows T 
this fundamental truth by heart, and those who, in the desire for 
their own advancement, have hailed State Insurance as a benefit - 
for the workers, have betrayed the people whose votes have f been 
given them in the belief that they went forth to champion fche- 
Socialist Ideal. - l. ' 


“Justice” and Calumny. 

In Justice, “the organ of the Social Democracy,” of May 13,. 
there appeared another of those loathsome and slimy misrepre¬ 
sentations of Anarchism which some .of us had been simple 
enough 1 to imagine were things of the past. .The more than 
suspicious Houndsditch affair provided the text for this base and 
scurrilous distortion of our principles, the pernicious -intention _ 
of which was evidently deliberate and-wilful. 

There woiild have been nothing new in this stupid and 
puerile vepom, had not'the anonymous contributor, passed from 
the usual, bpifeful attack upon the movement to an infamous, 
imputation regarding pur comrade Emma Goldman. 

It was sandwiched rh the middle of a jumble of vile insinua^ 
Rons abouLsihe burglary, and probably it was anticipated that 
no notice would be taken of it, till it should be 1 exhumed, as an 
unchallenged statement, qt the right moment when required. 

Fortunately, it was spotted, exposed, and scotched, the editor 
standing convicted of having willingly given publicity to a 
scandalous libel upon a^brave woman, without ,an atom of 
evidence to support it; and even of having'‘tried to shield and 
support it by irrelevant and. misleading editorial comment. 

As soon as it was noticed, the following joint letter of protest 
was drafted and sent, and published in Justice (May 20) 

Bib—I n this week's Justice (May 13), in. an article headed 
“Anarchist Agents,” referring to our comrade Emma Goldman and 
lier criticism^ of the Milwaukee Socialists, you statev— 

“ It is not generally known that Emma Goldman is in the pay of 
the police, though the fact has leaked out recently. At one time she 
was employed by Mr. A. E. Olarovsky, of the Russian Secret Police in 
San Francisco, as'an agent and a spy.” - 

This .monstrous and outrageous .statement is the climax to the 
unscrupulous misrepresentations of Anarchists which have appeared in 
the Social Democratic press for years. The writer of the article gives 
not a tittlo-of evidence in proof of this infamous charge to jwhich you'' 
<..give publicity. ' , q 

"While,, asking yOu for no apology or retraction, as we have long 
since grown accustomed to these'calumnies—venomous as stupid—we 
do wish to indignantly protest against a vile and cowardly statement 
in reference to a brave woman who has fought during the best years of 
her life, and suffered imprisonment again and again, for principles’ 
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which we and others’ hold de ar. The remarks , in the same article 
dealing with.the English Anarchist movement are so foolish they carry 
their own refutation. , ' John Turner, 

‘ 127 Ossulston Street, N.W. A. Marsh, 

May 13, 1911. ^ T. fil. Kkell. 

To this was^ppeijtded the fo]lowiffgle d i (.didal comment* 

[We naturally expected Some such protest as the above. We 
have, however, nothing to retract. The statements wore made on the 
. most reliable authority, or they would not have been made.. We do 
not say there are no good men and women among Anarchists; but we 
do say that;every Anarchist who has been betrayed lias been betrayed 
by a. fellow-Anarchist, who has proved,.to be a police ag^pt; that 
police^ agents have been the instigators of almost .every Anarchist 
crime and plot, successful or unsuccessful,’which has been discovered; 
that* the principles of Anarchism lend themselves to Azeffism ; and 
that, with few exceptions, Anarchists are either agents or dupes of the 
police.—E d. “ J.”] 

At the First of May delegate meeting, to which I was sent by 
my Union, I moved the following resolution:—“That this 
meeting expresses .its opinion, jfhat the statements regarding 
Emma Goldman which appeared in- Justice , without proof or 
evidence^ are unjustifiable,, and asks that' the evidence, fie 
published.” Though most of the delegates'present were Social 
Democrats, to their credit this was carried. Th&--resolution‘ 
appeared in Justice of May 27, underIhis letter:— 

Dear Comrade, —The information concerning Emma Goldman 
■ was conveyed by a definite statement to that effect made in iriy 
hearing by Mr. A, E. Olarovsky himself.—I am, fraternally, 

■ Your Informant." 

I then - "wrote the following letter. At the moment I don't 
knoWj Of course, whelher it will be published. But I rather., 
fancy, if it should appear, it will help to open the eyes of some 
of the readers-of Justice to the infamous lengths, the editor is 
prepared to go in his insane prejudice against Anarchist ideas 

27 Doughty Street, W.O., May 27,'1911, 

Sir,— I am more than astounded at the brief and empty note in 
. to-day’s issue of Justice, apparently intended to excuse the infamous 
and cowardly charge against Emma Goldman which appeared in your 
columns on May 13. So it comes to this—that “the most"reliable 
authority ” is none, other .than a Mr. A. E. Olarovsky, of the Russian 
Secret Police of San Francisco. Never before, in all my long connection 
with the revolutionary 'Socialist and Anarchist movement, have I 
understood that Russian secret police agents were “the most reliable 
authority,” even amongst Social Democrats, or honest, men of any 
opinion! It is, I feel sure, a^new discovery of your own. ’ 

This vile insinuation, that our comrade' was “ employed as ah agent 
and a spy,” was, it is said, “conveyed” to your anonymous “informant” 

“ by a definite statement to that effect” made in the hearing of your 
informer by this (unknowh to me) police agent. 

In spite of your extraordinary and'misleading editorial note, in 
answer to the joint letter of protest sent, an cb published on May 20, the 
-most simple- must see quite clearly that so'far there is not the faintest 
scintilla of evidence or proof given to uphold such an utterly unjustifi¬ 
able statement. This abominable suggestion is reduced to the alleged 
hearsay of a Russian secret police agent, by an anonymo us contr ibutor! 
You give publicity to such an outrageous charge without apparently 
having even this flimsy excuse by you at the time ! Was ever jl more 
wicked imputation placed upon a less shadowy foundation, yet called 
by you “ the most reliable authprity,” and made the .-opportunity tp 
indulge in misleading suggestion when a protest is sent ? 

Do you wonder that the query arises in my mind, as to when and 
where and under what circumstances this alleged “ definite statement ” 
was made in thp hearing of this anonymous informer ?. It would be 
very interesting to get at least some slight indication of this apparently 
phantom incident. Is there no way of wringing, from this elusive 
informant of yours some trifling bit of evidence which can be subjected 
to impartial examination ? If not, what are we fro understand^ by it ? 
Does it mean that when any cowardly ..miscreant, afraid to append a 
name, is ready to make some monstrous and outrageous charge against 
an Anarchist, without the slightest shred 1 of evidence, Justice will 
publish it, and not Only shield- such infamy, but by irrelevant editorial 
try to sustain it ? Is it that any stick, however dirty, is, in your 
opinion, good enough to beat the poor dog of Anarchism with?' I’ do 
not care,to believe it of you. But so far, all must agree there has not 
been, the faintest attempt to prove by any kind of evidence whatever 
this foul imputation against a woman „wbp, whether mistaken in her 
views or-nob, has at least proved her courage and sincerity by the hard 
and strenuous life she has lived for am unpopular cause, 

I have dealt with what you were pleased to call “ the most reliable 
authority” for giving publicity to such an dn famous libel by J an 
anonymous “ informant.” I will only add that every other word 
written in your editorial note to the letter of protest in May 20th i&sue, 
apart from the last two lines, applies equally to revolutionary Socialists, 

, and, Ivegret to Say, I fear to every really revolutionary movement of 
whatever chaya^ter; Azeff did his scoundrelly work amongst the 
Russian Revolutionary Socialists. I wish sincerely we had.a Comrade 
Bourtzeff to throw a little'light on your anonymous “ informant.” 

* Your utterly stupid statement in the last two. lines, “ that, with 


few exceptions, Anarchists are either agents or-dupes of the police,” ’ 
indicates the spitefulness of impotence, and is fathoms deep beneath 
contempt. It certainly lends colour to the impression that this 
mysterious “informant” has bee^ successfully" pulling your leg” 
through your prejudices—in whose' mterest I {an, only guess. The- 
whole thing indicates that yommust be entirely but ,of touch with the 
Russian revolutionary movement of the last fevyj years, 'or you would 
not have been led into such a stupid—I had almost said criminal— 1 
blunder. In any case, I leave the whole^ wretched incident to the 
judgment of the honest men and women.among your readers', and am 
at least glad to have been able to hail this base .coin to the counter , 
where every one can see i it. , ' 1 

Forgive length of epistle. I;could say a lot more, but the note 
at the head of your correspondence column forbids. 

; John Turner. 

What purpose, if any, the publication of this shameful 
suggestion against our comrade Emma Goldman was intended 
to serve, it is difficult to say. Whether it was done’ to he dug 
up and us’ed against her in the United States, or whether Justice 
was used by some cunning agent in the shape of the 'mysterious 
“informant,” trading upon the prejudices of the editor—what- ' 
ever was the ptirpose, or whoever the “ informant,” it is equally 
shameful-for the editor to have given publicity to such a vile 
imputation without the faintest trace of’ evidence to support it. 
Rerhaps some of; our Russian comrades who know the whole- 
souled devotion-Emma Goldman has shown to the cause of the 1 
Russian revolutionary movement, will have something to say , 
about it. fin the meantime, we are glad to have caught and 
killed this ignoble Jie before it got, a long start. 

, ' ■ John.Turner. . 


HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF. 


In Justice '(May 13) we get a sample of the usual Social 1 . 
Democratic- “ injustice ” towards us Anarchists. Once again 
Anarchists in general and Emma Goldman in particular are 
denounced and abused by an anonymous writer who finds 
hospitality in the pages of, the organ of the British Social 
Democracy. . 

, We ' understand well enough since the days of the old " 
International that the most implacable enemies of Anarchist 
Communist ideals and the abolition of the State, with its social 
r \ parasitism and-bureaucracy, are Social Democrats of the Engels 
school, themselves aspirants to official posts in a future blissful 
Social Democratic “ Volkstaat.” . * , , V 

/ We are also accustomed to this habitual hatred of Anarchism ■ 
which from time to time finds an outlet in some' vile accusations 
against Anarchist' comrades. History proves, however, that each > 
time the authors or the instigators of these venomous accusations 1 
were spies or persons of such a high nigral standard as the late 
Dr. Aveling or- his friend and protector, the great Engels 
himself.' . 

Without going into details, we’ can say that there were three 
periods when the Anarchists wt-re specially attacked. The first 
was during the scission in the International, 1872^74; the second, 
at the beginning 1 of the “ eighties,” , when facial Democracy ' 
began to organise in France'; and the third during 18054)7, 
around the London International Socialist Congress. 

During the first period, the attacks on Anarchists were most 
violent 1 in France and Italy. The proteges and friends of 
Engels who especially distinguished themselves in this work 
were’Dentraygue's and Van Heddeghem, who were present at 
M the Hague Ckragress, 1872, as Marxian delegaies, under’the 
assumed names of Walter and Swarm, with false mandates from 
America given to them by Engels. These two gentlemen, who 
were among the majority of the Congress which expelled from 
the International Bakunine, James Guillaume, and the Federalist 
organisations of Belgium, France, Italy, Spain, and Switzerland, - 
were afterwards sent as Marxian dictators to France, where, 
however, in a short time they were unmasked as spies! ..." 

During the second period, the polemics against Anarchists 
were especially bitter jn Switzerland, where in- the German, 
French, and Italian Social Democratic ' papers they were 
denounced and abused. Afterwards it was discovered that the 
principal Auarchistenfress'er (devourer of Anarchists) was Herr 
Haupt, an. agent of Bismarck’s secret police ; whilst the author 
ofUhe calumnies in the Italian and French Social Democratic 
papers \y ah a Signor 1 erzaghi, who ten years earlier had been 
expelled as a spy by the Italian Socialists. 

The third period is, probafily yet fresh in the “memory ,of 
many English readers. It is sufficient to remember that the 
moving spirit in the attacks on and hatred of Anarchists iVas 
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Dr AveJing, of gloriou^ memory for Social Democracy and 
“"especially for Justice r x \ 

The reading of the anonymous article' entitled “ Anarchist 
Agents,” in Justice of May 13, brought the memory <of those 
“^former attacks vividly back to • ;us, An anonymous ’ author 
bravely denouncing ap a spy a woman far away, whose life is 
devoted to the revolutionary movement and Anarchism, is always 
a revolting sight; but this gentleman goes yet farther “ How is. 
it. that this female firebrand can carry on her propaganda of 
violence?” he wonders. Does he not know that in a few 
countries like the United States, England^ and Switzerland there 
exists a,, certain amount of liberty of opinion and free speech for 
everybody, including Anarchists ? Apparently, the writer 'of 
• the article is opposed to^free speech—for-Anarchists ; he recom¬ 
mends, in fact, their imprisonment an<J suppression. Let us 
encourage him by telling him that he is hot the first and not the 
only one; the above-mentioned denouncers of . Ai^rchists were 
quite of his opinion. To us the only question is, toVhich of the 
two categories does he belong ? To the Avelings or to Terzaghi 
■ j and Co ? 

L. A passage in the Justice article authoritatively states that 
“ it is certain that where there is an Anarchist group there will 
be an agent-provocateur 1 in the midst thereof.” From whom 
Has he this information? As, an Anarchist-hater, 'surely he 
cannot have it from an Anarchist friend. From whom, then 2 
Justice of May 27 gives an answer to this question in a note 
signed “ Your Informant,” who says that in his hearing the 
chief of the Russian secret police in ,San Francisco made the 
statement that Emma Goldman was in his pay. j - 

Generally, a chief of the secret police does pot betray the 
names- of his agents to. an outsider; the knowledge is strictly 
kept amoiag themselves. Sometimes, however,they expressly 
circulate a rumour with the intention 1 of compromising an 
active revolutionist, knowing that there is sure to be a fool or 
ah enemy eager to spread the calumny. 

In what capacity the “Informant” obtained the information 
from the chief of the secret; police, we leave to his conscience ; 
but why Justice of London Should publish a definite accusation - 
against am honest woman- in the United .States is more than a 
. • puzzle for us. • ", ■: 

And if the editor has no better proof than b,is “ Informant’s ” 
last note, it is his duty, if be has the slightest notion of political 
. honesty, to tender a public apology to Emma Goldman. 

■> - ' W. Tcherkesofp. 


REVOLUTIONARY NOTES FROM AMERICA. 


I have been meaning ever since I left London to write something 
about the American propaganda, but various activities have prevented 
pie from doing so. How that I am in Los Angeles, which to my mind 
is the centre oDfcbe revolutionary movement of the world, I shall try 
to acquaint the English comrades bf what is going on here. - Just now 
the entire Labour movement of America, is centred round the 
McNamara trial. Most of-your readers are aware .that some six' 
months ago an explosion took place at the Tonies newspaper office in 
Los Angeles, and immediately the newspapers cried +■-“ It is a plot on 
the part of the Trade Unionists ?and t he A narchists.” A number of 
men,'one of whom may be an Anarchist, are charge with this act. 

. Two of the syspected men are now in jail. The entire Labour and 
Radical movement of America has come to the rescue of these men, 
and in the words of a Butte rniners , "Union, they have said : “ We offer 
our comrades Our moral, financial, and physical support, whether they 
are innocent or guilty.” The Labour movement of America is aroused 
and solidified, because the men who are charged with complicity in 
this disaster, two brothers nam ed McNamara, are well-known Tra^e < 
Unionists, and if these men are railroaded to the gallows, which is not 
at all unlikely, it will be the greatest blow ever struck by the master 
class against Labour. ‘ 

The Merchants and Manufacturers’Association, which lias been 
directing, the fight against Labour, has stopped at nothing in order to 
connect the leaders and Anarchists with the Times disaster. At a 
conservative estimate, over half a million dollars have been spent by 
the masters in order to break up'the Unions and railroad our men to 
. the. gallows. A large amount of the ..money spent has gone to 
detectives. There are hundreds of detectives employed in this case. 

• We have reached the stage in America when the master class will no 
longer trusD the police department, and when fchey^want dirty work 
done they will employ outside detectives. 

A condition peculiar' to the United States is" this, that in all our 
Labour troubles the capitalist class hires the services , of private 
defective agencies, completely independent of the Government, to 
work k up,the evidence upon which the trials are conducted.-. In the 


present case,‘a guarantee of 50,000 dols. has beep.given by the above- 
mentioned Merchants .and Manufacturers’Association , to the Burns’ 
detective agency for the conviction of the McNamara brother?. As 
these detectives halve Nothing to lose and everything to gain in' work 
of this kind, they stop at nothing in.ordeHto gain their ends. In the 
present case,.a McManigal, who is probably a second Orchard,, is> said 
to have been in the employ of the Burns’- detective agency for the past 
four months. • 

Whatever else this affair, may^teach, tbemne great lesson is this : 
th@t violence and the destruction of propertyi are a great educational 1 
medium. The master class paid very little attention, when an 
occasional scab died, bub ndw. when property is being destroyed they 
are up in arms, and, I believe, are fighting their last great fight to 
keep Labour in submission. But they will fail. There is a beautiful . 
revolutionary spirit in America. The working men are . becoming 
conscious of their strength and of the value of direct action,,.sabatage, 
and the general strike. And this trial in Los Angeles will do a great . 
deal of good. A very strange thing about the trial is that the news - 
papers are not so vituperative 1 and bitter against labouring men a s 
they were at the Hay market trial and that of Moyer, Haywood, and 
Pettibone. Capitalists, whether they admit T'fc or not, have a respect 
for the power of the working men. And in this struggle, as is the . 
case everywhere, the most pernicious influence is being exercised by 
. the .Socialists. All the Socialist papers and leaders have rushed to 
the aid of these men-—for political advantage only. The Socialist 
political organisation gives no evidence of genuine revolutionary spirit. 
Politics proves, as it ,was bound to do, an antidote for whatever 
revolutionary spirit the rank- and- file of the Socialist Party might 
naturally possess.- But there is a part of the working class—the 
Industrial Workers of thp World—which is giving expression to this 
revolutionary spirit, no longer hoping for anything good from political 
action. iTHese Industrial, Workers ar£ attracting into their ranks the 
best ’of the Labour movement in America, and many of our best 
intellectuals. They are doing a very fine work. In Jjlpokanei, Wash., 
and in Fresno, California, they made a heroic struggle for free speech, 
and hundreds of men went to jail, some of them dying a3 a result. 
But they won their fight, and succeeded in teaching the authorities 
that it is not a simple thing to stop determined men when they want 
free speech or anything else. „ •- " 

Many of the members of the Industrial Workers have gone over 
to Mexico to help' the Mexican fight for freedom, and not a few of 
these men gave' up their lives. I hope our' English comrades will 
understand that the revolution in Mexico is not a political affair. 
They are. not trying to get rid of one political tyrant in order, to put 
in a new one. The Mexican Liberal Party is composed of men who 
are more or less Anarchists, and they hope to establish a 'free society. 
Many of them are spreading Anarchist literature among the peons, 
and their sldgati is—“ The land for the people who till the soil.” The 
Mexicans deserve financial and moral support, because they offer the 
largest possibilities for the establishment of a Communistic society. 

r Another significant work 1 in Anjerica. is the Modern .School, 
movement. We have in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Salt Lake 
City, and elsewhere the beginnings of branches of the Modern School,' 
carrying out the spirit and purpose which animated and inspired 
Ferrer.' So4feof the Anarchists in America are concentrating bn this 1 
work, and it is not unlikely that we shall succeed in having day 
schools of this sort within the next few years. If ever there was a-’ 
time in the history of the American movement that the words of 
August Spies have a significance,-it-> is now: “Our, silence will be 
more powerful than the voices you strangle to-day.” - • ' 1 

Ben L., Reithan. 


THE JAPANESE MARTYRS : AN APPEAL. 

• -> ':j_ 

\ ' 

The legal murders recently perpetrated in Japan, and the long 
terms of imprisonment inflicted on many innocent people, have caused 
great suffering and hardship to their widows and orphans and others 
who were dependent on them, who have no means to battle against 
the unmerited misfortune that has befallen them. 1 , \ 

We are starting a fund to help them, and we shall be glad if all 
comrades and sympathisers will dtrtheir best to give assistance in this 

exceptional case-of urgent need. . 

All amounts will be duly acknowledged in these columns, and will 
be forwarded to a quarter where proper distribution is assured. 

Sums'already, received :—A Friend Comp. Is. 


The Japanese Martyrs. 
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INTERNATIONAL. NOTES, 


United States.—General Strike Threatened. 

■The Revolutionary Syndicalist (Industrial Unionist) organisation 
of the United States, the Industrial Workers of the World, have issued 
a manifesto appealing to the organised and. unorganised workers to 
prepare everywhere in the States for a general strike" on the day that 
the trial of their comrade McNamara, begins at Los Angeles. The 
American capitalists who Were defeated-in their project to. bring 
Haywood and , bis associates of the Western Federation of Miners tb 
the gallows, and so deal a crushing blow to organised Labour, have 
now made another impudent attempt to get hold of a victim on whom 
they can wreak their vengeance. McNamara, a leader of the gtructural 
Iron Workers’ Union, and two others are accused of having been 
the instigators of the so-called dynamite explosion last Oetober'at the 
offices of the Los Angeles Times. The three men were captured by 
detectives, and kept jin solitary confinement in order to obtain “con¬ 
fessions.” Their triAl is to take place 'shortly. The I.W.W. are 
holding meetings everywhere in suppqrtj of the project of a general 
strike as? a protest against this conspiracy of capitalists against the 
freedom and the rights of the organised -workers. 

, Gompers, Mitchell, and Morrison, the president^ ex-vice-president, 
ama secretary of the American Federation of .Labour, who had been 
condemned to twelve,.nin^e, and six months’ imprisonment respectively,” 
for having refused to obey an “injunction” against them in favour 
of the-Buck Stove and Range, Company, appealed to-the Supreme 
Court against this sentence. The reader will remember that the 
A.F.L. had boycotted the goods of that company, whose name was put 
on the “ black list" of the American Federationist. The injunction bad 
prohibited the continuation of this publication. The Supreme Court 
found the judge might have imposed on- the leaders a fine, but not 
imprisonment. . * 

Of course, no one following the attitude of the A.F.L. would have 
believed that the Government would allow'-such respectable, peaceful, 
and cons.er^ti-ve Labour leaders as Gqmpers and his friends to-be put 
in jail. However, the decision of the Supreme Court shows that the 
agitation arnobgst the 1,500,000 members of the A.F.L. has had some 
influence. It is well known in 1 the States that the workers are already 
irritated by the Los Angeles events, and a decision by the Supreme 
Court rendering boycotting by Trade Unions illegal might have pro- 
yoked serious discontent; Nevertheless, -this question does not seem 
solved even now, as the District Court of Columbia, by making use of y 
one of the consideration s o f.,the decision in the Supreme Court,, k 
instituting fresh proceedings against the above-mentioned leaders. A s 
■the boycott is a weapon of the greatest importance for the workers/the 
capitalists are sure to make a strong fight to rend St it illegal. 




France. _ — 

jqst like Briand T last year, the Premier, 'Manis, prohibited the 
manifestations on the First of May which had been arranged by the 
Tr^de Unions and the Confederation of 'Labour. This/shows again 
that Ministries may come and go, parties may follovv each other in 
powqr, but the real bulers-of France remain : the bureaucracy and, 
above all ? the police. Lepine, the*Vlmighty chief of police, found it 
necessary to concentrate thousands of. troops in Paris, as if art invasion 
of foreign hordes was feared. And” when the day passed, and” Paris 
still existed, the Premier went officially to Lepine'to thank him and his 
police” heroes for having preserved order. Thatf order was disturbed at 
all wg-s simply owing to the provocation caused by the presence and 
interference of the numerous police and soldiers. At several points 
fights and arrests' took place; many police officers were wounded, so 
that the blows did not fall all on one side/ The mass meeting in ^fcha 
Manegb St. Paul was disturbed by the ^Municipal Guards, and thirty 
persons were more or less> ill-treated. 

The workers have decided to db their best to spoil' the official 
holidays of the Fourteenth of July/and the great racing day of the 
Grand Prix. * If this can be flpne/it is certainly the best way to make 
the official and \apitalisb world/understand that if they wish to have 
their holidays, they must allow the workers to have liberty for their 
demonstrations. Eye for eye/and tooth for tooth maybe a primitive 
morality, but apparently “no/other can be grasped by the “ upper ” 
classes in-their dealings with the Workers. , j 1 . 

The French working /classes are not quite so meek and credulous 
‘as their eastern neighbours. -They see pretty sharply what their 
Socialist and Radical Government is preparing for their benefit. . The 
Old-Age Pensions Bill, framed on the German pattern, with a com¬ 
pulsory contribution by the workers'for 30 years, after which at the 
age of 65 they have the right to the magnificent sum of JS12 to <£18 
a .year, aroused great indignation and protesE. But it was carried, and 
the preliminary measures for-its enactment were taken. The Bill pro¬ 
vided that every worker, in order to obtain the right to a pension, has 
to inscribe himself at the town hall of his commune or parish. This had to 
be done before April 30. Until now -there has been only obstruction 
and passive resistance to the law. Mn some places the unwilling future 
pensioners went in procession to the town halls, in front of which they 
burned wholesale the forms of inscription which the authorities had 
sent them. Nearly everywhere the Trades Councils and other Labour 
organisation's have refused their help to the authorities. In the towns 
where inscriptions have been received,' their number is in ridiculous 


> ” • -r * *■ / 

proportion to those to whom the law applies. In Paris, 37,000 inscrip¬ 
tions were received—that 1 is, 10 per cent., of the number expected ; At 
'Orleans, 37 out of 20,000>-workers sent In their papers ; at Clermont- 
Feriand,'S oyt of 13^,000; at Thiers, 2 out of 20,000; at Liffioges, 18 
out of 30,000; and so on.\ ' 1 / 

. The French proletaria^hks unmistakably understood/!he benefits 
of the Act; and .returns this present to 1 ) the politicians/with thanks. 
The Labow Press-demands the reduction of the age limit of 65 years 
(“It is an] old-age pension for the dead,” say the .French), and the 
abolition or the compulsory contribution by the workers.: In a word, 
they want an Old-Age Pension Act on the English/rather than on the 
German.pattern. . . . , 


PROPAGANDA ^OTES. 

[Reports of the Movement are specially invited', and should be sent in not 
later than the'25th of each month.]. 

Labour Bat in Glasgow.. 

.. No matter what the verdict ma/ be to the general effectiveness of 
the Labour Day demonstration in Glasgow, there-can be-no two opinions as 
to the .success which attended the efforts of the Anarchists”. This wa3 in no 
small measure due to the ill-advi/ed attempt on the part of the official Labour 
Day Committee to force the nmice to eject the Anarchists from the common 
meeting-place^GlasgoW Green! The Committee, composed of delegates repre¬ 
senting all the Labour an A Socialist bodies of the city, have furnished us 
wi'tfi a splendid example/of the bureaucratic and authoritarian leanings of' 
the Social Democrats. 

■ ffiists, desiring to express their sense of solidarity- 
application to this Committee, expressing their wish 
uest was refused. The group were successful, how--, 
mifc from the Parks Committee of the To^n pounbil. 1 
meeting could have been bel.d* They thuB obtained 
n Council a recognition of their right of free speech, 
im by the supposedly revolutionary Labour Day 

ent-of the meeting the Anarchists were peremptorily 
On their refusing to do so, the police were called to 
>e, and but for the fact that they were able to satisfy - 
Id the required permit, the Anarchists would have 

■ ... 

The foolish tactics ’of-The Committee proved a splendid: advertisement 
of 4 the Anarchist platform, the speakers secured the attention of a huge 
/rowd, and the literature sales for the afternoon broke alLjrecorda. More¬ 
over, the reactionary attitude of the Labour'Day Committee has taught a 
useful lesson to those” of their supporters who held the opinion that a 
Socialist official differed from all other officials. 

It is significant of much-that the local Socialist paper, Fomvard, in its 
report of the demonstration, calls for the suppression of the independent 
platforms—“ the ragbag and bob-tail.of the Socialist movement”—at all. 
future Labour Day meetings. “Conflicting opinions, tend" to coufuse the 
mind”—quite in the orthodox theological manner. Evidently the hide- . 
pendents made their presence felt. , 

On the evening of May Day the group held, a largely attended meeting 
in the Clarion Scouts’ Rooms., Interspersed with a number of songs and 
recitations appropriate to the. occasion, many important questions were 
discussed, the methods of disposing of pur literature and the future prepay 
ganda arrangements coming in for a large share of attention. We were 
successful in getting comrades in the different districts of the city, and in 
‘some of the surrounding towns, to volunteer to act as centres for literature 
distribution in their.respective districts. 

Propaganda meetings Wrerg arranged as follows:—.Kirkintilloch on the 
first Sunday evening of each month, commencing June 4; and at Govan 
Cross every Monday evening at 7.30, Other arrangements will be announced 
later. All comrades who are in a jposition to'assist in any way at these 
meetings will be welcomed. 

The group have now on sale sortie very effective postcard photographs 
of the Anarchist platform on Labour Day, the Red Flag with the worcL, 
“ Anarchy ” iii bold letters standing out pa’rticularjy well. The postcards 
can be had on application to the Literature Secretary, Anarchist Group,- 
care of Clarion Scouts^? Holland Street. 

At our” group meeting on the 16th it was agreed to send a'letter to the 
editor of ^Justice, ex pressing ohr contempt for the lie about our comrade 
Emma Goldman which "was published in the issue of May 13. 

Group meetings take place every Friday at Clarion Scouts’ Rooms, 
which are how” at 7 Holland Street. * * J. P. 




London. • 

As the First of May fell on a Monday, the demonstration in Hyde Park 
was rather poorly attended by the workers,-but this- falling-off in their 
numbers was almost compensated for by the kindly forethought:of Winston 
Churchill in sanctioning the attendance of an extra large number of police- 
ni.en and detectives, who walked in the procession from the Embankment. 
Thousands of leaflets were distributed on the way and also in the Park, but 
the sale of literature was poor. The Anarchist platform drew the biggest 
crowd, but one or two of the speeches were not quite so educational as one 
might have desired. The May Day demonstration is usually attended by 
some of the most earnest of the workers, and the- opportunity should be 
taken advantage of to pntdke Anarchist position boldly and cleaily. 

The open-air propaganda is now in full swing, meetings being held on 
Sundays m Victoria Park, Regent’s Park, and, Hyde Park. Fresh speakers 
are coming forwaid, and the outlook is more promising than it has been for 
years. Remember the Glasgow Group’s motto: “Push the literature !” 


Anarchy.—A social theory which regards the union of order 
with the absence of all direct government of man by man as the 
' political ideal. —Century Dictionary. ' 
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LONDON PROPAGANDA* 

'' .. ' ' 

Victoria Park, Sundays, 11.30 a.m. 
Regent’s Park, Sundays, 11.30 a.m. < 4 

Store Street, Tottenham Court Road, 7 p.m. 
Walham Green Church, Tuesdays, 8.30 p.m. 


Notice. 


Newsagents have frequently, refused to supply Freedom owing to 
the difficulty of obtaining the paper. We have npw 1 made arrangements 
with the following agents to supply Freedom and also our books and 
pamphlets at wholesale rates. Readers are requested,, to notify their 
newsagents:— •»■'/ - , .> ' 

London — Hendersons, 66 Charing Cross-Road, W.C. * 

' ■ E. H. Johnson, 23 Bride Lane, Ludgate Circus, E.C, 

Liverpool— E-G. Smith, 126 Tunnel Road. f ; 


, MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(April 6—May 31.) 

Freedom Guarantee Fund. —R, Struckel Is, H. Glasse*12s 6d, E. Rhodes 2s, 
.Anon, £1, “Silent” Is. . . ' 

Freedom Subscriptions. —R. Clarke Is 6d, E. Leonciui Is 6d, L. Turner 4s, 
A.^oscolo Is 6d, F. C. is 6d, B. Phelps Is Gd, R. Stubbs Is 6d, W. N. 2s," 
J. Neil Is' 6d,- A. Harvey Is 6d, W. Cieplik Is 6d, A. W. 0. lOs,^. C. 
Luke 2s, Tlteo. Appel 4s, A. Gilbert Is 6d, J. Rooney Is 6d, E. Leohiuere 
2s 6d, H. 'Fryer Is Gd, P. Fijlstra Is Gd, fi! Joseph (5 subs.) 17s, P. Reclus 4s, 
■'3. Ronner^2s, Y. Hemmi 6s 2d, J, Twigg Is 63. 

Soundsditch Leaflet Fund. —D. Fisher ,ls r ; Plymouth Group (per J. H.) 7s, 

1 Bristol Comrades (per A. P.) 4s Gd, F. Goulding 6d, List A5, 6. Goldberg 3s, 
No. ,39, Goldstein 3s 3d, No.^ 30, Frit)? 7s Id, No. 4, T. Sugar 9s 5d, No, 1',; 
Esteguy 6s, No. 29, E Lillyari 16s 3d, No. 31, J. Wilqnet 6s 5d, No. 48, 
Hudi 14s 8d, No. 50, Goodman 5s 6d.“ ” • , . 

Appeal for- a Comrade.™Glasgow Group 7s. 

~i..— i n . . i —' " , — ' in— ii ■■ i . ■— ■ 1 . ~ 

PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS. 

What is Anarchism ? 

X>o N.ot.-. Vote. 

• .. * . ‘f 
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